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hoped to win certain improvements in their position in the admin-
istration of the Chinese Eastern and, above all, to find out under
what circumstances the Soviet Government would be prepared to
sell the railroad to China. Purchase of the railway seemed to be
the only means whereby China could re-establish her sovereignty
over northern Manchuria. Other questions concerning political
and commercial relations were also on the agenda. Moscow was a re-
luctant party to these negotiations; it did not seriously contemplate
selling the Chinese Eastern to China, and as far as political relations
with Chiang Kai-shek were concerned, it had no intention of ef-
fecting a reconciliation. During the 19 months between the end of
the railroad dispute and the Japanese invasion of Manchuria, no
progress whatever was made.

At first the Nanking government, contrary to the position taken
by the Manchurian regime, questioned the validity of the Kha-
barovsk protocol. Nanking declared that Tsai, who had negotiated
the protocol as a delegate of both Chinese governments, had acted
ultra vires: he had been empowered (Nanking said) to effect a
settlement only of the Chinese Eastern dispute and not of other
political issues. It took a few months for Nanking to give way.
In May, 1930, the Nanking government dispatched a Chinese
delegation to Moscow, headed by Mo Teh-hui, the new president
of the Chinese Eastern. Five months elapsed before a meeting of the
commission was finally convened, on October 12.

By that time new strife among the war lords had broken
out in China. Gen. Yen Hsi-shan, assisted by Feng Yu-hsiang, again
attacked Chiang Kai-shek's forces. Feng and Yen also accused
Chiang of responsibility for the military conflict with Russia, and
Moscow was hopefully inclined to delay the negotiations in Mos-
cow until the result or the struggle became evident.

The war of the generals was soon ended. Conferences were
then begun between Lev Karakhan and Mo Teh-hui in which
Karakhan used dilatory tactics. There followed an acrimonious
exchange of notes between Karakhan and Mo Teh-hui in which
the Soviet Government accused China, among other things, of
giving support to Russian "White Guardists" in Manchuria; China
denied this allegation. A second meeting took place in December;
subcommittees were appointed, and Mo left for China. He re-